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Editorial 


Hello, and here we are at last with the April issue. It’s been a hectic few months for 
me, having had about a dozen machines to get up and running, plus tons of work to get 
done at the arcade, all to get ready for the Easter school holidays. Was it all worth it? 
Well, to be honest, I can’t help feeling it’s been a total waste of time — yes, once again 
I’ve had a crap Easter at Brighton. The last couple of years have been difficult, to say 
the least. The general economic climate has left punters, particularly families, with 
less money to spend on non-essentials like a day out at the seaside. Fewer people have 
been visiting, and those that do, are not spending. So the last thing I needed was a kick 
in the teeth from Brighton council. 

As some of you may know, Brighton has a Green MP. What I didn’t know until 
recently, is that these Green loonies have infiltrated the local council. In a bid to cut 
car usage and force people onto public transport, these planet-saving, vegetarian 
maniacs have hiked the seafront parking charge to £20 a day (no, that’s not one of my 
typo errors — £20 a day). Brilliant! Now, if you had just paid an arm and a leg to fill 
the car with petrol to take your family for a day out at Brighton, what would you do 
when confronted with an invitation to splash out twenty quid just to park? Of course, 
you’d turn the car round and go somewhere else. And will these punters arrive by train 
next time? Of course not, they’ll just drive somewhere else. As we progress through 
the season, the effect will snowball, so that come August, Brighton will be deserted. 

Saving the planet matters, but so do people. When the miss-guided policies of 
these idealistic pricks effect people’s livelihoods, I get angry. This isn’t just about me 
and my little old penny arcade; thousands of traders and their employees earn a living 
on Brighton’s sea front. As a result of the aforementioned economic situation, many of 
us were struggling anyway; this latest kick in the teeth could be the last straw for 
many. The sad part for me, is that there could well be an additional 50 — 100 lots in the 
Coventry auction this year. Thanks for nothing Brighton. 


I know you all look forward to my moaning, and the good news is I have something 
else to moan about! But as I’ve run out of space, it will have to wait till next month. 


Jerry 
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Harold English 


It is with sadness that I have to report that Harold English died on 2™ April, having 
endured a long and brave fight against cancer. 

Harold was a genuine collector, with a genuine love and enthusiasm for our 
hobby. His passion was German wall machines, particularly electro-mechanicals, and 
his knowledge of these machines was almost certainly unrivalled. He was always 
happy to share his knowledge with others, and there are many collectors who have 
benefited from his assistance over the years. Harold was also a dealer, making 
frequent trips to Germany to replenish his stock. His machines were never cheap, but 
you get what you pay for — and a machine from Harold was always worth the money. 

Harold was always very supportive of this magazine and the Coventry auctions. 
Even last year, although clearly not in good health, he didn’t miss the auction, 
bringing friends with him to assist in carrying his machines. This coming November, 
Harold’s absence will be felt by many. 


Our condolences to his wife Chris and family. 


Jerry 


Harold English 
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Dreamland 


MARGATE 
Save Dreamland Update April 2011 


Jimmy Godden 


The former owner of Dreamland Margate, Jimmy Godden, died on Tuesday 27 March 
2012 aged 66 following a long battle with cancer. In addition to Dreamland, he also 
previously owned Dymchurch's MW's Amusement Park, Folkestone's Rotunda 
Amusement Park and Ramsgate's Pleasurama Amusement Park. He became a 
controversial figure after closing three of the parks for redevelopment; only MW's 
continues to operate, under new ownership. 


His funeral was held on 11 April. 
At the time of his death, Mr Godden did not have a controlling interest in Dreamland, 
being a 40% shareholder of Dreamland owner the Margate Town Centre Regeneration 


Company Ltd. 


A decision on the recent Compulsory Purchase Inquiry is now expected June/July 
2012, and should be unaffected by Jimmy Godden's death. 


Nick Laister (Chairman, The Dreamland Trust) 
Jan Leandro (Audience Development Officer) 


www.dreamlandmargate.com 
www.savedreamland.co.uk 


Page 5 


The Herberts of Dorchester 
and their Steam 


by Kay Townsend 


They started with horses, progressed to steam haulage and 
brought up sixteen children along the way! Jack Herbert, a well- 
respected showman, transported his rides and snake show, 
experiencing many extraordinary incidents which came with 
owning traction engines. 


Any steam enthusiast will enjoy this delve into the past, so sit 
back and enjoy the stories from those who lived the life whilst 
travelling the fairgrounds. 


ISBN Number: 9780955359569 
Format: Paperback 

Number of Pages: 41 
Publication Date: 2012 
Publisher: Kay Townsend 


Our Price: £8.50 


To buy this book, please send a cheque, payable to ‘Joyland Books’ 
to include £2.99 postage and packing, to: 


Joyland Books, Southcombe Farm, 


Southcombe, Chipping Norton, 
Oxfordshire OX7 5QH 
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The Up to Date Bagatelle 


By Kevin Gowland 


I recently came across this early pinball machine called the ‘Up to Date’. It caught my 
curiosity as it was a machine that I had not seen before. It had a look to it that 
distinguished it from the plethora of 1930s style pinball machines with which we are 
all generally familiar. Whereas the 1930s pinball games tend to be housed in fairly 
squat cabinets with a single glass plate over the playfield, this game was housed in a 
tall, relatively elaborate cabinet (approx. 26” high, 17 2” wide and 35” deep), with 
upright glass panels on all four sides. 

The artwork at the back of the cabinet was noticeably ‘old fashioned’ and seemed 
to date the machine to one or two decades earlier than the 1930s. I recollected having 
seen something similar before, and I found at the lower left corner of page 132 of the 
Nic Costa ‘Automatic Pleasures’ book, a picture of the New Polython Supply 
Company ‘Monorail Skittle Alley’ machine. I compared the ‘Up to date’ against the 
Monorail Skittle Alley, and my thoughts were that the cabinet style was the same. 
Also, the ‘Up to Date’ had several water transfer decals very similar to those featured 
on the New Polython machine; and as far as I could tell, the respective cabinets 
seemed to be about the same size too. 


An elaborate transfer on one of the side panels of the Up to Date bagatelle. 
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The New Polython machine was dated at 1910, and I felt that this date would seem 
right for the ‘Up to date’ game; especially taking into account the artwork for that 
machine. It is apparent too that the ‘Up to date’ originally had a lower cashbox and I 
suspect was floor standing and sat on legs, on the lines of the Monorail machine. 
Having said all of this, I did speak with a fellow collector who suggested that the ‘Up 
to date’ machine might date from 1905, and have been manufactured by ELL. So, the 
question of manufacturer is certainly not decided, though I tend to lean towards the 
New Polython connection. 


The Monorail Skittle Alley, c.1910 by the New Polyphon Supply Co. 
See page 132 of Costa’s book. 
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An interesting feature of the ‘Up to date’ game is that it incorporates a coin return 
feature. This is quite novel, as it is something absent from practically all early 1930s 
pinball games. That being said, the 1930s pinball craze came out of America and, 
therefore, most pinball machines of this era are American manufactured machines. 
Obviously, the ‘Up to date’ is a British machine, and the very fact that we are talking 
about machines manufactured two decades apart on different continents means that 
there is no reason to expect that the coin return feature should have carried across. It is 
also the case that in America, in the early 1930s, the climate after prohibition probably 
meant that the very thought of adding a coin return feature was considered foolhardy. 
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Above, two views of the Up to Date Bagatelle playfield. 
Opposite, internal view showing the ball tube and ball feeder arm. 


2 


The operation of the game is that the player deposits his 1d coin, which dislodges a 
rod inside the machine to allow the balls to roll down ready for play. There are three 
steel balls in the machine, but I question whether these are original to the machine. 
Therefore, I cannot be certain quite how many balls the machine is supposed to 
operate on. There is an external rod which the player pulls and this causes a ball to be 
presented up to the playfield for play. The mechanism for this is much the same as the 
ball feeder arm of a clown catcher. There are nine holes on the playfield, and the aim 
of the game is to fire a ball into holes 7,8, or 9 in order to receive your coin back. Only 
the deposited coin is held ready for return. So, if you are successful with the first ball, 
you would not be able to win a further coin with any subsequent balls. Unfortunately, 
the machine is stored a distance away at the moment and I can’t recall what happens if 
a player doesn’t win. Obviously, when a coin is deposited for a new game, either the 
previous coin is sent to the cashbox, or remains ready for payout and the new coin 
goes to the cashbox. My expectation is that it’s the former. 


If anyone can add more information regarding the machine, I am sure it would be 
welcomed. 


Kevin Gowland 
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Greyhound Stadium 


By Robert Rowland 


Just recently, I added to my collection a 1960s electro-mechanical wall machine called 
Greyhound Stadium, which I have been told was possibly made by Goldings, of 
Essex. Until acquiring my Greyhound Stadium, I had forgotten all about this machine, 
as it was back in the summer of 1969 that I last remember seeing one. It wasn’t on my 
favourites list at the time, but upon seeing one again it really brought the memories 
flooding back. If I remember correctly, Greyhound Stadium used to sit just behind the 
Jigsaws on the back wall in Jackson’s Marine Pastimes. As I’ve mentioned before, 
‘Marine’ was my favourite arcade here in Mablethorpe back in the 1960s, as they 
always had the very latest up-to-date machines, as well as plenty of the older slots. 
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Returning to my Greyhound Stadium, the front glass displays a very nice scenic view 
of a dog track (greyhound stadium) with the old type wooden grandstand with crowds 
and punters. The main focus view shows the winning post as all six greyhounds 
approach the winning line at the finish of the race; the dogs being numbered in 
sequence 1 — 6. The top part of the scene displays the odds boards, 3- 1,6—1,9—1. 
At the bottom left we see the winning awards card, then located at the bottom right we 
have the press to stop button, and finally the square chrome payout cup centrally 
located, making Greyhound Stadium a very nice eye-catching machine. 


Left, Robert’s new Greyhound Stadium. 
Above, another version of the same machine, with slightly different artwork 
and a dark wood-grained Formica finish to the door. 
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Top, Inside Robert’s Greyhound Stadium. 
Note the single uniselector, located at the top centre of the case. 
Bottom, the second version of Greyhound Stadium. 
Rather than a uniselector, this has a custom rotary selector switch. 


Page 16 


On insertion of a coin, the six greyhounds and the six odds boards all flash. You can 
either press the stop button, or allow the machine to stop itself. If you let it stop itself, 
each play varies between three and eight seconds. The winning odds boards are: 
boards 1 and 5 pay 9d; board 3 pays 6d, and boards 2, 4 and 6 pay 3d — that’s with the 
corresponding greyhound lighting up of course. So a win occurs when an odds board 
and dog with the same number remain lit at the end of play. Then a bell rings, the 
winnings are paid out, but then the machine jumps to a losing combination (a lot of 
these electro-mechanical machines seem to do this — maybe it was to deter punters 
from inserting a coin in a machine that had just paid out). 

Greyhound Stadium is a fun game to play, as it is random — no system or 
sequence on this one! Most of this type of machine operated on a pre-set sequence 
(Electrodart, Roto-pool etc.) meaning it didn’t matter when you released the button, 
the outcome was already decided by a second uniselector inside the machine. No so 
with Greyhound Stadium. On the insertion of a coin, the one uniselector inside rotates, 
and only when that uniselector stops is the outcome finalised for that particular play. 
So you could win every time, although this is most unlikely as the losing positions on 
the uniselector easily outweigh the winning ones. 

Matching greyhound and odds boards 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 do match and pay out, but 
greyhound 5 and odds board 5 never come up together. Greyhound 5 will light up but 
only with a losing odds board. I don’t know if greyhound 5 was wired up to ever come 
in with its corresponding odds board. Looking closely at the wiring on the uniselector 
inside the machine, it doesn’t appear that any wiring has been changed, as all the 
solder joints look untouched. The fact that greyhound and odds board 1 also pay 9d, I 
think that two 9d wins on a random uniselector would prove over-generous, so it’s 
likely that’s the way it was. If any readers own a Greyhound Stadium, maybe they 
could let us know if both the 9d wins do come up. As I remember in the 1960s, mostly 
all of these similar electro-mechanical wall machines (Pools Perm etc.) only had one 
winning line paying 9d. The mystery of it all! 

If you would like to see my Greyhound Stadium in action, get yourself onto 
Youtube and search ‘Greyhound Stadium 1960s’ — and you will be treated to a nice 
little clip of my machine. 


Robert Rowland 
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Tipple- Topple 


By Stuart Dale. 


I thought that this month I would introduce you to a machine that I have just had the 
pleasure of working on, although sadly it does not make up part of my own collection 
— yet! I was contacted by a fellow collector friend of mine, who had just acquired this 
machine fresh from storage in the back room of an old arcade; the machine had sat 
there untouched and unloved for over 40 years. 
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The machine is called Tipple-Topple and I believe it was made in the early 1960s 
by the Amusement Equipment Company of London. It is a well constructed machine 
with typical 60s Formica coverings to the sides and cash box door. The playfield door, 
which is hinged at the top and opens upwards, is fabricated from heavy gauge sheet 
steel and painted in a hard wearing crinkle finish. This is illuminated by two small 
strip lights behind the sign written glass top flash. 
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The mechanism is powered by a VERY strong Parvalux motor. I know this because it 
nipped the end of my finger and showed no signs of slowing down. Luckily, Mrs Dale 
was on hand to administer sweet tea and sympathy, so all was soon well with the 
world. 

The game itself is a type of coin pusher, but differs from the normal run of the 
mill pushers by having a near vertical playfield. The pennies are fed into the machine 
from the slots at either side of the window and are pushed upwards by means of a row 
of five steel pins. These pins slowly and constantly move up and down in the lower 
area of the playfield, and any coins that get lifted by these pins are then suspended at 
the bottom of the playfield by a second set of spring loaded pins. 
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The coins are gradually pushed further and further up the playfield as new coins are 
fed in at the bottom. Some of the coins that make it to the top are returned to the 
player, and as you would expect some coins make their way into the cash box to help 
keep the arcade owner happy. The machine has a very, very large cash box, so I think 
the arcade owner would never have had any reason to be sad! 

It looks as if this machine was designed to be wall mounted, as it is quite slim in 
depth. The only drawback with having it fixed to a wall is the fact that you won’t be 
able to fully open the front door, due to the poisoning of the hinges should anything 
ever go wrong. 


So there you have it.... TIPPLE-TOPPLE 


Stuart Dale 


Bryans Machines Anagrams 


By Cyril Johnson 


Can you find ten Bryans machines in the anagrams below? 
Answers next month. 


CARNAL SQUEALER 
RAPID MAY 

WIT OF BLUR 

NUDE LUMP 

EVER RATE 
DISHEARTEN RUDE 
VIEW FUN 

WELL COW VET NICK 
PAWING 

0. ELSE SEVEN 


I a lt a al a 
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Advertising rates 


The following rates 
include basic typesetting. 
Advertisers pre-prepared artwork 
may be emailed in jpeg format. 


Subscribers: 


Full page £30 
Half page £20 
Quarter page £15 


Pre-paid discount rate 
for one year (10 issues) 
Full page £200 
Half page £150 
Quarter page £100 


Lineage ads. are free 
to subscribers 


Non subscribers: 


Full page £40 
Half page £30 
Quarter page £20 


Pre-paid discount rate 
for one year (10 issues) 
Full page £250 
Half page £200 
Quarter page £150 


Lineage ads. are not available 
to non subscribers 
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Lineage ads. are free to subscribers 
and will run for two issues, unless 
you instruct me otherwise. Please 
ensure I have your ads. by the 20" 
of the month for inclusion in the 
next month’s issue. Remember to 
include your telephone number and 
the area where you live. Post or e- 
mail to the address on page 2 


Wanted 


Un-restored Stevenson & Lovett 
Conveyor or any parts from. 
Any condition. 


oldpenny@sky.com 


Wanted 


Electro-mechanical pinball machine. 
Anything considered, working or not. 


Gary 01332 607709 (Derby) 
gazw1971@yahoo.co.uk 


For Sale 


Oliver Whales Kiss-O-Meter, working on 
old penny play, although coin acceptors do 
need adjustment (a common problem with 
these machines). £350 


Jerry 07710 285360 (Kent) 


Pinball Machines 
bought and sold 


Dead or Alive! 


Call Gazza 07887 926601 (Essex) 


For Sale 


New old stock 
Bryans square Yale locks, with two keys. 
Expert Service £10 each, plus £2 p&p 


and Repair 


Spares and Services 


Tony 07974 460742 (Essex) 


Mechanical slot machines and or email vanessa.raye@tesco.net 


Electromechanical Pinball machines. 


Please contact Brian on Allwin Topflashes 
0208 398 2141 (Surrey) Topflashes for Oliver Whales allwins: 
Double Six 
Pinball Spares Have a Go 
; Easy Perm 
Data East pinball parts Playball 
Most items available Each Way 
Check out website All perfect copies. Laminated. 
www.gazzaspinballs.co.uk £12 inc. UK postage. 


Service and Repairs Charlie 07711 978806 (Essex) 
To mechanical slot machines. 
Please contact Peter in Redcar, Cleveland . 

(Oliver Whales country) Brass or Silver 
£25 per 100, inc. p&p 


Original Clown Tokens 


01642 484234 (north east) 
Tony 01622 820263 


Clock Artwork 
Spares and Services 
Bryans Clock Face and Instruction Cards. 
For either 6 win or 12 win. All coin-operated 
Laminated or paper. Pinballs * Jukeboxes * Slots 
£12 inc. UK postage. We Repair * Buy * Sell * Restore 


Lots of parts available 


Charlie 07711 978806 (Essex) 
07836 767575 (during working hours please) 


Wanted 
If you have spares 
Old penny tokens, or can offer a service, 
large quantity preferred. please advertise here...... 
Kevin 07774 120667 It’s free! 
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Fortune Teller 
Cards 


Criss-cross cards 
typed or hand written, various types. 


Large range 
of 
allwin spares 
available 


Small Argyll type 
for drawer puller wall machines 
Future husband, Career, Baby etc. 
Love letter, Palmistry, Fortune 
Full range. 
Green ray cards 
hand written in green ink. 


email your requirements 
to Jez Darvill 
Retreeva@ntlworld.com 


Or call 020 8394 1988 
evenings 


All printed on very thick card — as per 
originals. Orders for small or large 
quantities welcome. 


Phone for details. 
Clive Baker 01489 784038 


I have a few 1960/70s machines with Formica clad 
sides. As is often the case with these machines, pieces 
get chipped off the corners or small pieces just drop off 


and get lost. I was wondering if anyone can provide us 


with a supplier where small pieces of Formica, both 


plain and patterned, can be purchased to assist with 
restoration of this type of machine. If you can help 


please let us know. Brian 01347 811532 
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Mechanical Memories 
Magazine Binders 


Thanks for all the feedback received 
re. binders for your 
Mechanical Memories Magazines 


Brian is having a batch of 100 produced, 
which should take about a month 


Details on how to order in due course 


Wanted 


Old trade literature 
ACA Year Books, ATE Catalogues etc. 


Jerry 07710 285360 
Jerry. mmm(@tiscali.co.uk 
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Book Shop 


Slot Machines 


MILLS 33% i 
‘Operators Companion 


Slot t Machines 


MILLS ius 
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Operator's Companion 


: - Slot fa 


WATLING 
Operators Companion 
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Slot Machines of Yesteryear — 
Mills of the Thirties Operator's Companion. 


The spirit of the Mills Novelty Company in the hectic 
Thirties is conveyed in their product brochures, service 
literature, and in editorial matter from Spinning Reels 
(the company's own trade journal), together with press 
releases, promotional literature, advertising flyers etc. in 
The Billboard trade magazine. Excellent source book. 


Hardback, 192 pages, b/w. Price: £15 


Slot Machines of Yesteryear — 
Mills of the Forties Operator's Companion. 


A source book reproducing a wealth of diverse material 
from the period: service manuals, parts lists, press 
releases, promotional literature, advertising flyers etc. 
tracing the progress of Mills Novelty Company's 
machines during the WWI]-interrupted decade of the 
Forties. 


Hardback, 192 pages, b/w. Price: £15 


Slot Machines of Yesteryear — 
Watling Operator's Companion. 


This volume captures Watling Manufacturing Company's 
full range from scales to bandits in catalogues, brochures, 
line folders, broadsides and service data, original patent 
and mock-up photos of the ROL-A-TOR line, artists' 
preparatory airbrush renderings for advertising and 
promotional material and Watling family photos and 
correspondence. Plenty of legendary anecdotes and well- 
informed context in the accompanying commentary. 


Hardback, 192 pages, b/w. Price: £15 


Arcades and Slot Machines by Paul Braithwaite 


Thoroughly researched A - Z survey of the British coin slot industry from 1870 - 
1970. Includes a history of travelling, pier-head and town arcades, plus plenty of 
photos of familiar and rare machines. The definitive British slot machine collector's 
identification guide. Softback, 105 pages, colour & b/w. Price: £12 


Old-Tyme Penny Arcade & the Vintage Fairground by Darren Hesketh 


A two DVD set featuring slot machines in action at Carter's Steam Fair, Dingles, 
Bryan's Drayton Manor, Southport pier, Mechanical Memories, Folly Farm, Merrivale 
model village, Watermouth Castle, Wookey Hole, Yesterdays World and other 
attractions. Total playing time 155 mins. Price: £16 


LBAAT PALET 
4 fia 59 + 


"Phas many sore fascioating wontons a 


A comprehensive selection of Slot Machine, Jukebox and Pinball books 
can be purchased in the ‘Library’ on the pennymachines website 


All prices include UK p&p. 
Cheques to: 
David Lavender 
50 Charlemont Road, Walsall, West midlands WS5 3NQ 
Or order online at www.pennymachines.co.uk 
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Classic Amusements 


The only licensed dealer in vintage slot machines 


For Sale 


Selection of over 20 rare Bryan's machines (call for list) 

‘Several Wonders allwins 

4 large arcade items 

2 nice cranes 

Cast iron Clamshell Mutoscope 
20 Mutoscope reels 

Untouched Buckley Bones 

Rare gum machines 


plus lots more! 


Simon 01425 472164 
Email: pennyslot@aol.com 
www.classicamusements.co.uk 
Gambling Commission License number GBD/99/3916/1 


